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I would like to start by quoting some great thinkers who
rendered “geography is destiny”. What they meant by this
was that the birth at a certain place, in a certain time is not
determined by the individual but by the forces of nature. So,
for us, Baloch people, this land Balochistan is our destiny as
we have inhabited this place since centuries and we love it.
Long ago, one of the nationalist poets of Balochistan, wrote
about the minerals of Balochistan in one of his great poems.
I don’t want to narrate that couplet but it categorically asked
to whom these minerals, gases and gold belong to? These
belong to me. So, we think that being destined and blessed to
be born on this piece of land which is called Balochistan,
everything being found here belongs to us. And that sense of
belonging is something which is distinct, a distinct cultural
trait of Baloch people. They love their land, they love their
language, and they love their environment. They have some
sort of inherent feelings about their nationality. Sometimes
when we talk about Balochistan with the people of other
provinces of Pakistan, they get surprised and comment that
we describe or express Baloch as a religious feeling. So, this
religiosity is also attached with Balochistan and is being
carried from generation to generation as a conferred and

emotional attachment.

I don’t want to dilate much upon this subject but as my
respectable colleagues have talked in the context of the
minerals of Balochistan, I feel it imperative to highlight a few
things even though I might not be able to talk in quantifiable

terms.

gLl
SLEG
utfg}@_y};
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No. 1 Considering that geography is destiny, I think the policymakers of Balochistan
or Pakistan, whenever they want to coin a policy or whenever they want to figure
out something about Balochistan, they must take into consideration that these people
of Pakistan have got a special love for their land. And this feeling of belonging

cannot be separated from their hearts.

My second point is that to me, today’s Pakistan is a modern nation state by all means
and nobody can deny this fact. But this modern nation state is also a blend
(immingling) and is trying to find its legitimacy as all other modern nation states
that are facing the problem of ethnicity. The problem of ethnicity and the
nationalistic feeling among their units is a bare fact. Pakistani policymakers, in one
way or other have to take into consideration this fact that this is a multinational state.
So, if Pakistan wants to be a modern nation state in the real sense of the word, has
to take into consideration its four or five parts, one we have lost, the bigger part is
lost unfortunately and that was Bengal. I was a college student when Bangladesh
came into being and today when I read or write about the incident, my heart aches.
I don’t intend to praise myself but I have written hundred novels and a few of them
depict this ethos of Pakistan. How East Pakistan was being disintegrated? How the
majority part of Pakistan got separated from the minority when otherwise there are
minorities who separate themselves from a majority. In case of Bangladesh it was
the other way around and that is a tragic point. At least I can say that we can live in
Pakistan but we want our rights being protected within the constitutional limits of
this country and it is our birth right that we must fight for our rights. So, for us the
important things are that 1. We said geography is destiny and 2. Pakistan nation

state must realize its responsibility.

My third point is that culture is a determining factor. Now what is culture? You
know that the separation of Bangladesh was not based on the distribution of cotton,
it was the language. Bengali nationalism arose on the issue of language when you

said that from now on Urdu shall be the national language of Pakistan. So, for me
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the way I mutualize this core issue of Balochistan and Pakistan is that our language
is important. We want to express ourselves and every Punjabi, Sindhi, Baloch and
Pushtun want to express themselves effectively. Mother tongues must be taught at
the primary level. We have fought for it and we have run certain studies in the area
as well that were funded by the UNICEF and the UNESCO. And from the results of
those studies, it was revealed that when you are fluent in your mother tongue the
learning of a foreign language becomes easy for you. Urdu is a foreign language for
me as a Baloch but if I am fluent in Balochi, I could learn Urdu, French or German
easily. So, as secretary education we fought for this that we should make mother
tongue part of our curriculum. And then comes our literature, our customs and
traditions. Yes, we do possess certain bad cultural traits and customs and we want
to modernize ourselves according to the requirements of 21% century. We want to
see Baloch in pace with the 21* century and for that we will have to do away with
certain old customs and traditions to benefit from the light of the modern education

and technology.

Change is my next topic. Change from within and change from outside. Whatever
we are feeling in present, the change is coming not from within but it’s coming from
outside elements. How can you cope with change, if that change is not coming from
your own heart? I talked about this before with the President of Pakistan as well and
told him that the youth of Balochistan is very important. Till now, it has been
ignored but they must get due importance as they form the bulk of the population.
They want change, they want the benefits of the modern technology, they want to
be the part of CPEC, and they want to be the part of the rest of the developments
going on. If you could involve them in the real sense, only then you can do away

with this sense of alienation that prevails amongst the youth of Balochistan.

For the brevity I move on to the next point - Development of infrastructure or
evolution of ideas? I don’t know - I might be wrong but I always think that nations

are made not by the roads or by the infrastructure but they are made by the
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constructive ideas. This country is a product of an idea but now what is the idea
governing this country? What is the idea that could synthesize Pakistan into ONE?
What is Pakistaniyat? Where is Pakistan? Who i1s sacrificing for Pakistan? We are
fighting for our own vested self-interests. Basically, the leadership of Pakistan in
the beginning were very wise and selfless people. The early leadership of Muslim
League did not possess any material assets like cars and bungalows but they were
an educated lot being groomed by oxford and Harvard. But today you can very well
see the state of affairs and can relate to all the political animals we live with. It’s the

race of money, race of power and selfish gains.

To me the ideology is important, I mean loving the ideas. We are ideology-based
people. We idealize everything and love our ideas; we love the symbols, what is the
symbol of Pakistan? So, try to promote the symbol of Pakistan in the real sense of
the word. Don’t mix it up with the religion. Religion is one factor to bind it together.
Apart from religion there are many other important factors that are being ignored
and need to be taken into account. Saying that we are Muslims does not account for
that we are Pakistanis. This is the very limited definition of Pakistani nationalism

and I think we must transcend this.

Now I come towards my next point “federalism”. Yes, 1973 constitution reflects
the federalism of this country. We have four units. Implement the 1973 constitution
in the letter and spirit. This is the legitimate constitution. We believe in the
constitution. If it is implemented, I believe the rights of the Baloch people will be
served within the constitutional limits of Pakistan. As a pro-Pakistani and a

constitutionalist, I believe in that.

We are living in very uneasy peace. Something is lagging behind, we are living in a
constant state of fears. And then there is impression. As a student of psychology, |
have studied human aggression as a product of fears and if it goes to extremes, it
becomes paranoid. A paranoid person cheers just for the sake of his own security.

He attracts, he kicks this aggression. Today we are facing this aggression amongst
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the youth of Balochistan and this aggression is expanding. This is when you do not
find ways and means to satisfy yourself and be happy. Why don’t you allow people
to enjoy themselves? Why don’t you allow people to dance? Why don’t you allow
them to literature? Why don’t you allow them music? You are trying to define this
country by the definition of Islam given by certain Mullahs, who want to make this
country a theocratic state forgetting that Islam is all about Balance. The founder of
Pakistan was a liberal, democratic, secular man. I have read Quaid i Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s speeches and his biographies; Quaid 1 Azam was an

enlightened and balanced man. Why you are making him a conservative mullah.

The last point is future. Better future. Somebody has written a book about
Balochistan, the title of the book is “Back to the Future”. What do you mean by
back to the future? It means that whenever you discuss the future of this province
or this land, consider how it came into being? What were those factors, those
historical factors? Nothing happens by chance in history. Everything happens for a
reason and has a cause behind it. Don’t interpret things in a wrong way, look at the
history to clear your perspectives. If we want the history to play justice to us, we
must first of all start doing justice to ourselves. CPEC is advancing — see what you
can offer. I always ask youth about their ideas, about the thoughts running at the
back of their mind. What are your symbols? It dawned upon me that we still are not
agreed on mutual symbols; first we have to make our symbols same and then the

effort can be put in to make them strong.

Thank you very much.
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